
A letter from the Principal 
Warmer days are upon us and the energy of Spring is in the 
air.  This energy is abundant in all of our classrooms from 
kindergarten thru grade 6.  Students have hit their stride as 
they enter into the final trimester of the 2015-16 school year.  
Our teachers continue to introduce rigorous academic skills 
and content across all grade levels.  With the onset of spring, 
we always look forward to greeting a new group of families 
at Kindergarten Orientation.  Parents and guardians of our 
rising kindergarten students learn about the daily schedule 
and the many opportunities to get involved within our EES 
community.  We are looking forward to seeing each of our 
new students at Kindergarten registration later this month.  
April is the start of testing for many of our students. Please 
see testing information included in the SBAC article found 
on page 2 of the newsletter.  We encourage all families to 
plan vacations and appointments around the scheduled 
testing dates. We have minimal make-up days which are 
restricted to a specific window for students who are ill or 
absent for unavoidable reasons. We encourage all students to 
get a good night’s sleep the night before each testing session 
and eat a well-balanced breakfast. 

Now that it stays lighter a bit longer, I encourage you to 
spend time outdoors.  Getting fresh air has actual 
measurable physical and emotional health benefits for 
children.  When children play outside they are more likely to 
use their imagination, and engage in creative play and 
inventions, which expands their creative thinking.  Spring 
vacation begins on April 18th and we return to school on 
April 26th.  Please remember that April 26th is a make-up 
day due to the power outage that occurred in town on 
February 25th.  I wish all of you a wonderful week and some 
well-deserved time spent with family and friends.  

Important Dates: 

• 3/30 - Kindergarten 
Orientation 6:30pm 

• 3/31- BOE Budget 
presentation to Essex BOF 
7:30pm Town Hall 

• 4/1 Spring Climate Survey 
goes out to families 

• 4/4-4/8 SBAC Testing -
Grades 3&5 

• 4/11-4/14 & 4/27-28 SBAC 
Testing Grades 4 & 6  

• 4/6 - Cultural Arts 

• 4/6 Invention Convention 
6-8pm 

• 4/15 Early Release - 1pm 
Dismissal 

• 4/15 Grades 3 & 4 to 
Ivoryton Playhouse 
production of Polkadot 
9:30am 

• 4/18 - 4/25 Spring Break - 
Students return 4/26th 

• 4/23 - Essex Town Meeting- 
Budget Presentation 7:30pm 

• 4/29 - Spring Climate Survey 
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Finally, I would like to thank all of our parents and guardians 
who attended the March Parent/Teacher conferences.  It is 
exciting to see parents and teachers working together to help 
our children grow and celebrate the success of each of our 
students.  Thank you for your continued partnership and 
commitment to the educational journey of your children. 

Warmest Regards, 
Scott Jeffrey, Principal 

SBAC Testing 
Schedule 

4/4 - 4/8 Grade 3 & 5 

• 4/4 - 4/6 - Math Part 1 & 2 and 
Math Performance Task 

• 4/7 & 4/8 - ELA part 1 & 2 

4/24 - 5/5 Grade 4 & 6 

• 4/24, 4/27, 4/28, 4/30 - ELA 
part 1&2 plus ELA Performance 
Task 

• 5/1, 5/4, 5/5 - Math part 1&2 
plus Math Performance Task 

See article about SBAC below 

______________________________ 

Spring Concert 5/4 7pm  

Please save the date for the EES 
Spring Concert at VRHS starting 
at 7pm.  Our chorus groups and 
bands are excited to perform and 
show off all they have learned this 
year.

Earlier this month you received a letter providing information 
about the upcoming SBAC assessment for students in grades 
3-6.  As you know, the Connecticut Mastery Test was replaced 
by the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) for 
English/Language Arts and Mathematics.  The only remaining  
part of the CMT test is Science for students in 5th grade.  Last 
year, students took the SBAC test for the first time with results 
shared with families in September. As we begin testing, we are 
looking to partner with our EES families as we have done so 
many times in the past.  Working together, we can help our 
students persevere and be successful as they take the Smarter 
Balanced Assessments.  Here are some ways you can assist us 
prepare students for each testing session: 

• Take note of the dates for testing on a calendar at 
home(see attached).  Try to tailor activities so that 
children get a good night’s sleep prior to testing.   

• Be sure that your child has a good breakfast and/or a 
fulfilling lunch as testing sessions will vary between 
morning and afternoon.  Most students will test in 
the morning.  Make up sessions will take place in the 
afternoon 

• Be on time to school.  Tardy students cannot be admitted 
into classes once testing has started and have to make-
up tests during class time.   

• Speak with your child about the upcoming tests.  Prepare 
your child with realistic expectations by reminding 
him/her that this test is challenging.  Reinforce daily 
that all anyone is looking for is his/her “best effort.” 

• Anticipate that some children will naturally be a little 
nervous or stressed but should you see signs of 
extreme stress or anxiety, please contact the 
classroom teacher so that we can reassure your child.   

• Encourage your child to work slowly and carefully, read 
everything on the screen, and avoid the urge to just 
“click” their way through the computerized questions.   

It is without question, that our EES Students will 
make us proud by doing what they have always done by 
rising to the occasion and putting forth their best effort. 
Thank you all for your support. 

SBAC Testing



Spring Climate Survey  
This spring, students in grades 2, 4 and 6 will complete 
a brief survey in school.  We ask that all parents in the 
district complete a parent survey as well.  Additionally, 
all staff will complete the survey.  The data gathered 
from the student, parent and staff surveys will be 
reviewed and used to revise our Safe Schools Climate 
Plan addressing themes that emerge from the survey.  
Additionally, we use the data gathered to develop goals 
to address school climate as part of the school 
improvement plan for the 2016/7 school year. Teachers 
at EES have worked hard this year to build Positive 
Behavioral Supports in their classrooms designed to 
reward positive expected social and learning behaviors.  
We appreciate your help in completing the survey.

Happy Spring EES Families! 

It is hard to believe that spring is here and we are in our 
final trimester of the 2015-2016 school year!  I would like 
to invite you to our upcoming Invention Convention on 
Wednesday, April 6th at 6:00pm in our gymnasium.  
We have twenty-three creative inventors who will 
display and explain their inventions and will be judged 
based on Connecticut Invention Convention criteria.  
Please join us and support the hours of work and 
creativity of our inventors. 

This month, students in grades three through six will be 
taking the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessment.  
This is a computer adaptive test so if your child would 
like to bring in his/her own headphones please feel free 
to do so being sure they your child’s name is clearly 
marked on them.   

Thank you for all you do to support your children and 
their education.  As always, feel free to contact me with 
any questions or issues that may arise. 

Warmly, 

Jennifer Tousignant, Associate Principal 

Message from the Associate Principal Third Grade Recorder Recitals 
 Third grade classes are polishing up their recorder 
songs as each class prepares for an upcoming recorder 
recital. Recitals are scheduled during the school day in 
the music room. The children will be performing 
selections as a whole class. In addition to the class 
songs, the students were given the opportunity to sign 
up to perform one or two other pieces of music. These 
additional selections will be performed either as a solo, 
duet, trio or quartet. The music has been chosen by the 
students from the repertoire of songs they have learned 
this year.

Notices have gone home regarding all the recital details. 
Below is a list of the homeroom classes and their recital 
dates.

Monday, April 11- Mrs. Nodden’s class
Tuesday, April 12 – Mrs. Balogh’s class
Wednesday, April 13 – Mrs. Ketchale’s class
All recitals begin at 8:35 a.m. in Room 204, Mrs. 
Perreault’s music room. Recitals should last 
approximately 30 minutes. Family and friends are 
welcome to attend these performances!

Student Information and Placement 
The Student Information Form for the 2016-17 
school year was sent home last week and parent/
teacher conferences.  Please take a few minutes to 
complete the form and send it back to the school no 
later than April 8th.  The child placement process is 
comprehensive and takes our staff approx. 6-8 weeks 
before a final list is developed.  Classroom teachers, 
specials staff, the school counselor and school 
psychologist all have input before administration 
finalizes the list.  Each step along the way, parent 
input is considered as we work to build the best 
possible learning environment for our students.  
Please be sure to complete the forms by April 8th so 
that your input is considered in the placement 
process.



 

 

Being a Role Model For Reading 
 The Reading Team 
Maura Doxsee, Ann Roussel, Robin Uzzo 
  

Your child walks like you, talks like you, and absorbs everything 
you do. So set the right example when it comes to reading. 

1.     Surround yourself with reading material. Books don't 
belong only in libraries and classrooms. Make the written word 
a part of your living space with books, magazines, and 
newspapers readily available and throughout your home. 

2.     Draw attention to all the things you read. Provide a 
bibliography for the things you talk about.  When you explain 
why the sky is blue or who the first president of the United 
States was, tell your child which book helps you know these 
facts. You'll show him how knowledge is largely shaped by the 
things we read and how reading connects us to the world. 

3.     Buy or borrow books together. Whenever you're going to 
the library or a book store, let your child come along. Even if 
you aren't looking for anything in particular, practice the art of 
book browsing and admiring. Make an event out of it and she'll 
learn to be exhilarated by the sight of books. 

4.     Don't be a solo reader. Open up conversations through 
reading by pausing to read an interesting fact aloud or wonder 
what an unfamiliar word means. Knowing that the reading 
experience is not a solitary activity will motivate reluctant 
readers. 

5.     Read for leisure. 
Show that reading isn't 
work. Cuddle up with a 
good book and you'll 
model how reading can be 
just the thing to make 
your day. 

6.     Bring something to 
read everywhere you go. 
From the office to the 
home, or even the living room to the bedroom, make sure 
you're equipped with reading material for yourself and your 
child. You never know when you'll have some down time. 
Show him that reading is a constructive and fun way to pass 
the time. 

7.     Emphasize the universal importance of reading. 
Librarians, teachers, students, mechanics, lawyers, doctors, 
architects, and athletes read. Show your child that reading is 
part of everyone's life by reading diverse works that serve 
different purposes. Consider cookbooks, television manuals, 
online magazines, and cereal boxes. Make a habit out of 
living through reading.

Spring Concerts 
Please save the date!  Students in 3rd through 
6th grade are honing their musical skills with 
challenging and fun selections for the upcoming 
Spring Concerts to be held on: 

 Tuesday, May 3rd at 1:30pm at EES 

Wednesday, May 4th at 7:00pm at VRHS 

 Family and friends are invited to both performances. 
We hope you can join us! 

 Memorial Day Observation 
Ceremonies 

Instrumental students in grades 4, 5 and 6 will be 
participating in the Memorial Day Observation 
Ceremonies on Friday, May 27th.  More 
information will be going home about the details 
of this event. 

 Memorial Day Parade 

Instrumental students in grades 4, 5 and 6 will 
also be performing in the Memorial Day Parade 
on Monday, May 30th, weather permitting.  The 
Parade begins at 9am at the Connecticut River 
Museum.  The children would love to have a 
crowd to cheer them on! 
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     Parents and guardians of 5th grade students should have received a letter at parent-
teacher conferences with information about the puberty movie.  The parent preview is 
scheduled for Thursday, April 7th @ 6:15 PM for parents/guardians of boys and at 7:00 
PM for parents/guardians of girls.  Students will view the movie on Friday, April 29th at 
the end of the school day. 
     Parents and guardians of 6th grade students should have received a letter at parent-teacher 
conferences with information about the health assessment and immunization requirements for 
entrance to 7th grade.  Physicals done since September 1, 2015 are acceptable and can be turned in to 
the Essex Elementary School Health Office before the end of the school year.  Just a reminder to 
schedule summer physicals as soon as possible so the health forms can be submitted to John 
Winthrop Middle School in a timely fashion. 
     Warm weather is upon us.  I am aware that flip-flops are in fashion, but I would suggest, 
especially for the younger children, that they wear sneakers or closed shoes.  The playground terrain 
is uneven and the younger children love to run at recess, but wearing flip-flops can be a tripping 
hazard.  The goal is to keep the children safe while allowing them to have fun and expend some 
energy at recess. 
     On March 23, I had the pleasure of talking to all 4th grade students about personal hygiene.   
Topics included bathing, using deodorant, hair washing, brushing teeth, and wearing clean clothes 
to name a few.  The students brought home a pamphlet titled Body Odor, Bad Breath And Smelly 
Feet (and what you can do about it!).  I hope the pamphlet offered you, the parents and guardians, 
the opportunity to discuss the important topic of personal hygiene with your child. 
     REMINDER:  If your child has an injury requiring medical care, please obtain a note from the 
physician stating the child’s limitations.  This is required to help keep the child safe and to prevent 
further injury. 
     According to State and Region #4 Board of Education policy, children are not allowed to carry 
medication to and from school.  Doctor’s orders are required for school personnel (including the 
nurse) to administer medications to students.  
  
I hope you all have a fabulous spring break.  Hopefully the weather will be nice and we can spend 
some time outside! 
  
As always, please feel free to call me at (860)767-1524 or send me an e-mail at 
sudeens@reg4.k12.ct.us  with any questions or concerns. 

Suzanne Deens, R.N. 
Rosemary Vitali

From the Health Office
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This year, the 5th grade classes of Mrs. 
Schultz, Mrs. Kettledon and Ms. 
Armstrong have participated in “Equal 
This,” a mathematics themed grant-
funded learning opportunity through 
LEARN.  “Equal This” is a yearlong 
program partnering each class with a fifth 
grade class at MacDonough School in 
Middletown. The classes enjoyed 
monthly visits to museums, theaters, and 
other learning destinations. From team 
building activities at Bushy Hill, to 
polygon paintings at the New Britain 
Museum of Fine Arts and building 
birdhouses at Home Depot using area 
and perimeter, 5th graders worked with 
their buddies on math skills while having 
fun learning and getting to know each 
other.	

5th Grade LEARN ProgramFourth Grade Salmon 
Project 

Promoting Scientific 
Inquiry 

 Each year, EES fourth 
grade students participate in the "Salmon-in-

Schools" program working directly with The 
Connecticut River Salmon Association 
("CRSA"). The program involves incubating 
Atlantic Salmon eggs in a chilled aquarium tank 
beginning in late December. Frank Kucharski, 
our liaison, delivered 200 eggs from the facility in 
Kensington. He gave students their first look at 
our "Eyed egg" salmon and discussed the growth 
and development of the Atlantic Salmon. Mr. 
Kucharski provided students with the 
temperature of the water and the developmental 
index so that our fourth graders could track the 
growth and development of our salmon. Since 
that time, students have made entries into their 
science journals, recording observations, 
temperatures of the tank water and calculating the 
development of the salmon.  
  This month, students will go on a field trip to 
release the salmon. Each student will have 
the opportunity to observe and record their own 
experience of releasing their own salmon. They 
will learn to choose a desirable place to help their 
fish survive in the wild. Students will also record 
some of their observations of the river ecosystem 
and surrounding habitat. The day long experience 
will include opportunities for students to 
participate in five different inquiry based activities 

Ben Proctor, Sam Rector and James Beckman 
at the Math Counts competition.



April 1, 2016
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April 1, 2016
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School back in session April 13th April 1, 2015
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